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During his early childhood, Glenroy Burke’s world consisted of his fam-

C ap e Oﬁers ily’s two-bedroom house in a rural, impoverished district of northeast-
3 ern Jamaica, the school he attended two days a week and the fruit farm
better llfe for his family worked. There were 11 people crowded into the little house.

immigr an‘ts No electricity. No running water. e Until his family moved to a larger
town — Port Antonio — when he was 6, this was the only life Burke had
ever imagined to exist. But that innocent perspective changed when he

Heather McCarron started noticing the lifestyles led by the tourists who came through his

Cape Cod Times | USA TODAY NETWORK ; ap 4
new hometown. e “That’s how I knew there was a better life,” he said.

“That’s when I realized people are living at a better standard than my
TOP: Glenroy Burke at his restaurant family. I went to my mother and I said, ‘Mother, it seems like they have

Jerk Cafe along Route 28 in South I
Yarmouth on Oct. 26, Burke lots of money. I want to cook for them when I grow up.
immigrated to Cape Cod from

Jamaica. CAPE COD TIMES/STEVE HEASLIP See OPPORTUNITY, Page 4A
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Fast forward to 2022.- Burke, -also
known as Clwahrunp}; is the owrer-
chef of The Jerk Café in South Yar-
mouth, living his American dream thax
started forming back in Port Antofiio.

Arriving 6n°Cape ‘Cod fiom Jamaica
in 1997 through “the ‘H-2B Visa program,
a federal program that allows-fdreigifi
workers the chance to fill temporary
nonagricultural- jebs - in -the - United
States, Burke worked hard fm' many
years to find his succhss, gtdrting
a dishwasher and marina teéhnician.

His story of i Imiypigrating to Cape Cod
is one of countless others some alre
filled with chapters, ofhers only just be-

ginning.

Lape Cod’s ongoing immigration
story

Before New Yorkwas settled on as a
home for thé Statue of Liberty, Boston
was bneﬂy considered. But the colossal
statue = which became a welcoming
beacon for immigrants from all comners
of the eaith =» also could easily have it

ight in o Cape Cod.

One of the first places in the U.S. to
have teceived immlgram:s fron; across
the sea, the Cape continues to draw
destiny seekers from far and wide..For
some, it becomes a new home, thIe for
others: it is a landing spot — like
Pro%neetown was for the English sepa-
ratists {the Pilgrims) before they moved
on to establish Plymouth Colony

Today’s voyagers are coming mostly
for economic reasons, not the primarily
religious reasons that brought
Europeans in'the 17th’ century These

days, immigrants are mestly anriving on

the Cape and islands from Central and
South America and the Caribbean is-
lands, though the Cape is also seeing a
fair number of people from eastern
Europe and, to a lesser extent, the Mid-
dle Eagt and Africa.

“The Hispanic and Latino population
is pretty widespread here,” said Caro-
nanne Procaccini, director of client self-
sufficiency at the Community ‘Action
Committee of Cape Cod & Islands, in
Hyannis, whose role includes oversight
of the organization’s Immigration Re-
source Center.

The  nonprofit, established in 1965,
has operated its Immigration Resource

{ACS) 2020 ﬁve—year

Center since 2016, prowdmg free legal
counsel and assisthance for i
and their families, offering elt;zéhslup
classes, ‘and helping <iniriigrints: bet
come mtlzens

Many uhnngmnts m;tially arrive to
join the Capé’s’ conﬁdemblefaﬁlmm&
hospitality-related “workforce) cbmmg
through -the H-2B -visa" pro S A8
Burke did, or: the' US.- State' Bepart
menit’s J-1' Visa ‘Exchafige Visitor Pro-
gtaih. Others follow family and friends.

Accotding o thie ZOZ0/ céfisds, popt
ulation diversity on the Cape and Is-
lands has steadﬂymcreased -over-the
past 12 years, largely in the aforemen:
uoned Hlspamc agd Latino populatori
groups. Samah Celvih, communications
managet at the Capg:Cod Commassmni
the regional{land-tise planning, ecoy
homic deve opment, and regulatorg
agency, said the pteafest growth is seen
in the Mid-Cape:

“The American. Community Survey
te shows &
42% increase in the Latmo populatloii
from the 20§10 ACS five-yesr éstimati

with a significant ihcrease from Ecuai '

dor,” she said, citing the. Commission's
Data Cape Cod webmte.

One of the largest .groups: of jimmis
grants wtib ‘have made their Wy heré
are Brazilians, said’ Immxgmnon Rej
source Center Coordinafor S i
Souza, saying they have tended to séifte
in the Mid-Cape.

The Caribbesn: has-also produced. a
steady number of: amzmgranté Ao the
Cape and Islands in reqent; mst
notably from Jamaica, Accoa: gto U. S,
Citizenship and Immigratlon érvice$
data, the number of people frotg
Jamaica coming to work in the Unite
States increaséd by 84% between 20m
and 2021 — an increase mirrored on thé
Cape.

Burke said he has watched it happen,
and often interacts with fellow Jamai-
cans.

“There’s a lot of people still coming :

here from Jamaica” he said. “It's all
about the economic prosperity, how can
they better their lives for themselves
and their family.”

The "Haitipn community. is seeing
current growth as well, Souza sald

“Por most 6f the péoplé who c¢ome
here, there are people from their ethnic
group already here,” said Procaccini,
adding that “a 16t of people who come
here to visit decide to stay becatise of
family and friénds”?

And because so many come from



coastal communities, 'she said, “the
Cape is kind of a natural attraction :
They come because they really’ beheve
they can build a betfer life, and eventu-
allytheygetto apothheretheycan
owria busitiess’ and biuy property.”

Many alsoTelocité to escape gang vi-
olerice, pohtcal -upheaval, and ‘war, in
théir native countries. Souza said some
people are now cotmngtd the Cape from
Ukrdlirie; as'well as Bulgdria.

iminigrants come to Cape Cod
In searth of opportunity

Burke said he ended up in the United
States “because of economical prosper-
ity. ... Growitig'up in Jamaica there was
not the opportunity, and what I wanted
was to live in a country that would offer
me opportunity to succeed.”

In 1992; he went to work on a cruise
ship, whichwbul “take"hit off his is-
land héme ‘for thehist time. Then he
learned about the H-2B program and
about the availability of jobs at };?t-
wich’s Wequassett Resort and Golf Club.

“What I knew was that no distance i
too far to travel when one seeks what he
wants,” he said.

While he explored other parts of the
United States, Cape Cod ultimately
drew himn to it. Hexe, he marriéd, started
a family and earned cltlzensth. in
2008, Burke opeggd his restatirant and
began earning a'repuitation as the guy to
go to for great Jamaican fare,

“Ibehevemthshfeyoﬁhavetoknow
what you want, and 'you have to know
when you find it,” he said.- “Life is all
about a dream. I found what was look-
ing for here. I found great economic
prosperity from the day I came here.”

From Eastern Europe to Eastham:
a Cape immigration story

Anastasia Sotnic, co-owner. of Casa
del Cabo in Eastham, also found what
she was fooking for when she ventured
from her homeland in Eastern Europe. -

Like many who have made their way
to Cape Cod, her entrée here was
through the U.S. State Department’s J-1

Visa Exchange Visitor Program in 2008,
when she was a student in the Republic

of Moldova, formerly part of the Soviet
Union:

With its plethora of summer job op-
portunities 'in the hospitality “realm,
there was plenty of work to be had on
the Cape, and Sotnic was looking to ex-
pand ‘her horizons. She iminediately

went to work at Provincetown’s Patio
American Grill; where she made ar im:
pression with the way she presented
herself and her work ethic — mltm]ly
hired as a dishwasher; shie was. gively a
try at the hostess stand’early on; she
said and femained thetre for the rest of
the seasoir.

Her'employers, Joachim Sandbichler
and Mark:Ferrari, weéte supportive and
weleoming. She was “happy 0 leari
about - the' restaurant’ business from
them as she returned for successive
sumhiers, working as a housekeepei'in
the mornings and going to her hostess
job at the Patio Américan Grill inthe
evenings. Eventually, she was narned
general manager at The Patio, and later
at Provincetown’s Pepe’s Wharf ‘after
Sandbichler and Ferrari bought it:

Sotnic liked it so much here that:she

lied for,a green card; shé said, which
sh received thiee years laterinthéU.s.
State Department’s Divérsity Visa' Pro-
gram greeh card lottery ~ a- pi‘bgram
that randomly selects up to 55,000 ap*
pligants edch year:from countries with
low rates of recent immigration 16 the
U.s.

“In 2011, 1 came back’ here with the
status of U.S. resident,” Sotnicsaid.

By the epd of 2017 she was'married to
Ryan PremDas, a chef she’d:net at Thé
Patio who halés from ‘Gainesvillé, Flori*
da. Both were passionate” #bout’ the
Cape, so they settled down ‘heré and
started a family:

In June 2021, the couple opened Casa
del Cabo -+ which Sotnic describes as
“pan-Latin,” iri a former restaurant loca-
tion on Eastham’s Main' Street.

"'Wejustwantedto see if we can:cre-
ate something on our own;" Sotnic said.
“Our goal is to make sure we are suc-
cessful and we make a good meal and be
an inviting place in the co‘mmumty"

In someé ways, the restavrant is a
microcosm of the Cape’s immigrant
commumty, with one owner: -from
Eastern Europe, the other from a His-
panic background — PrembDas™ family
has connections to Trinidad and Puerto
Rico. Even the restaurant’s ‘name
reflects this coming together of different
ciiltural backgrounds: Casa del Cabo'is
Spanish for Cape House; casa s also the
Romanian word for “home.”

Sotnicsaid she often counts her
blessings , and ‘is grateful for the
opportumtes she was afforded on the

Cape.
See OPPORTUNITY, Page GA
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“I'm just so lucky to come td the Gape, to'pick the.
jobthatIpicked and get to work there for13 veaid astd
lean,” she said.

Sotnic grew up in a “very simple” and strict family, .

“My motheér, she was always telling meé evie ryftHi;

I have I'm going to work hard for” Sotric said: *We
couldn’t afford many things. ..."Coiming to tha‘U:s,
gave me a good opportunity to just grow:

When she and her husband started ‘their own
business, it was with the saime outlook thatled herto
leave Moldova, and him to leave Florida, It's & véh-
ture filled with “that energy of a new beginnirig.” ihe
said.

PremDas said he is especially impressed with his
wifé’s journey, andl her ability to continté building
her  American dréam while jugglitig motherhidod.

This year she became an American citizén:

3

Cape Cod Immigration in the Jast century

In the past, the Cape saw significant immigration
from Cape Verde, a nation comprised of a groiip of
islands off $enegal, on ‘the west coast of Afyica: The
nation, once under thé control of Portugal, gaingdits
independence in 1975.

Barbara Burgo is curator and one of the co-foun-
ders of the Cape Cod Cape Verdean Museum ahd
Cultural Centeér, which opened last year in: Falmbuth
in recognition and celebration of the Cape Véerdeah
community and itshistory here. She said it's difficult
to say now how many Cape Verdeans madetheir way
to the Cape and settled here bécause g0 mariy identi-
fied themselves as Portuguese in censuses — and
some still do:

“In otir communities, though, at our dinner tables,
we all khow who we are,” she said.

Burgo is a third-generation Cape Codder. Like so
many others before and after them, her grandpar-
ents came from Cape Verde in search of better lives.
A severe drought and famine in the early 1900s that
claimed a quarter of the population spurred thou-
sands to leave, she said.

_ Arriving on Cape Cod, many by way of Brazil,
Cape Verdeans took work with the fishing and whal-
ing fleets here, and also went to work on farms and in
service as cooks and cleaners, she said.

“The Wampanoags taughtus how to pick cranber-
Hes and to start our own bogs,” Burgo said. “Soine
Finnish people came here at the same time, in the
late 1800s and early 1900s.”

Now, she said, Cape Verdeans who settled here
have established themselves in the professional
realm, enabling new waves of immigrants to fill the
labor roles once primarily held by Cape Verdeans. It’s
all part of the ever-turning wheel of immigration to
Cape Cod that began on Nov. 11, 1620, when the Pil-
grims first stepped foot in what is now Province-
town.



